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EXCERPT

Let me begin with some thoughts on Regulation 170, the safe drinking water regulation. 

For me, this issue illustrates the influence and importance of ROMA. 

It was during my first ROMA conference last year that I came to fully understand the hardship that Regulation 170 was causing in rural Ontario. 

I saw 45 delegations and just about every one told me about community halls and churches in their municipality that were on the verge of closing because of the cost and complexity of Regulation 170. 

In my own riding, I have heard from dozens of communities that are negatively impacted by this regulation. 

With the deadlines for compliance for private and small water-systems fast approaching, I had them extended by six- to 18-months to give us enough time to carefully consider how Regulation 170 could be fixed. 

The extended deadlines apply to water systems in places such as community centres, town halls, motels, resorts, campgrounds and mobile home parks.

I then asked my staff to work closely with the ROMA-AMO Task force on Reg 170 to provide recommendations on how to improve the requirements for small municipal water systems. 

I asked also the Drinking Water Advisory Council to do public consultations and consequently advise me how to ensure that private water systems deliver safe, clean water. 

I must be very clear that this thorough review of Regulation 170 is not simply about reducing the cost of compliance. 

Delivering safe clean water is our top priority. 

We need to get the regulation right to fulfill the Premier’s goal that wherever you are in Ontario, when you turn on the tap you can be sure that the water is clean and safe. 

I want to express my thanks to the ROMA-AMO Task Force for the terrific work they have done on this issue.

The Task Force submitted a series of recommendations on implementation to the ministry last fall. 

Their suggestions have been a tremendous help as we look at workable solutions to bring water systems into compliance with the new requirements.

I recently received the report from the Drinking Water Advisory Council. 

After a careful review, I will be releasing it publicly.

It is a very thorough report and I want to thank the Council’s Chair, Jim Merritt, and the other members for their hard work and good advice

Last Fall, the Council heard from those who drink the water and those who deliver the water in consultations in 12 small and rural communities across the province. 

What the panel heard and what the ROMA/AMO task force is recommending is very consistent. 

Many of the people who spoke to the advisory council recommended that public health units should once again become involved in overseeing private water systems that serve the public. 

In many cases, public health inspectors are already visiting businesses such as restaurants. 

When it comes down to it, serving safe clean water is a matter of public health. 

Indeed, the ROMA/AMO task force recommended that public health inspectors should inspect municipal systems serving community centres and arenas and other municipal facilities too. 

So there seems to be a consensus that when dealing with small systems that are not residential systems, but that serve the public, it is a public health matter that is best overseen by public health units. 

Yesterday, when I met with the ROMA Executive, I asked for their thoughts on this approach. 

I would welcome your thoughts as well.
